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Overview 


The Concerned Students of Middlebury stand strongly against the recent decision made by the 
governor of the state of Vermont to disinclude college students not originating from the state of 
Vermont in the COVID-19 vaccination process. As an issue both of equity and community health, the 
COVID-19 vaccine is one of the strongest solutions to curb the spread of a virus that has 
disproportionately impacted marginalized communities on a national and local scale. Exclusion of 
members of the broader community goes directly against that which will allow us to overcome this 
pandemic. We urge local officials to overturn this biased policy or to provide alternative avenues for 
students to be vaccinated. If you would like to support this, please sign here. 
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Please give consideration to the following: 


VI. 


VII. 


VIII. 


The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately impacted communities across the United States and 
world, and has especially affected communities that have faced systemic marginalization [1]: 


The reporting around COVID-19 statistics has included all people being tested in Vermont, including 
college students not originating from the state of Vermont [2]; 


College students not originating from the state of Vermont are counted in the census each census cycle, 
based on where they are living on April 1st of a given year [3]: 


The determination of vaccine distribution employs the usage of data, including the population of each 
state and county which is determined by the census [4]; 


College students not originating from the state of Vermont play a major role in the economic success of 
local businesses and thus play a significant role in the Vermont economy; 


College students not originating from the state of Vermont live predominantly in communal environments 
(residence halls and similar living situations) which aid in the spread of COVID-19 [5]: 


Middlebury College has student demographics of the following|6]: 
White: 60% 
Latino/Hispanic: 11% 
International: 10% 
Asian/ Asian American: 8% 
Multiple races: 6% 
Black: 4% 
Unknown: 1% 


The state of Vermont has the following comparable information{[Zl: 
White: 92.6% 
Latino/ Hispanic: 2% 
Multiple races: 2% 
Asian/ Asian American: 1.9% 
Black: 1.4% 
American Indian/Alaska Native: 0.4% 


Given the aforementioned, the Concerned Students of Middlebury resolve the following: 


We urge the governor and thus the state of Vermont to allow all current residents and inhabitants of the 
state, including college students not originating from the state of Vermont, to receive vaccinations: 

A. Asamatter of equity, given the way in which marginalized communities, including 
disenfranchised people who are college students not originating from the state of Vermont have 
been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, especially in light of the fact much of Vermont's 
ethnic diversity stems from these college students not originating from the state of Vermont.. 

B. Asa matter of public health, given that college students are still present in the state of Vermont 
and, coupled with the influx of COVID-19 cases and our communal living situations, at a high risk 
of potentially contracting the COVID-19 pandemic. 

C. Asamatter of principle in that if students not originating from the state of Vermont are associable 
enough to stimulate the economy, patronize businesses, pay state taxes, and be counted in the 
census, it would follow the same protections afforded to residents of Vermont under public 
considerations shall be appropriated to these at risk students as well. 


Resolution from the Concerned Students of Middlebury: March 2021 Page 2 
Il. We urge the Middlebury College administration to advocate for students during this time in which we 
require access to vaccination: 

A. Given that this impacts a broad cross-section of students at Middlebury, ranging from 
international students to marginalized communities at high risk to the COVID-19 in their home 
communities, and that Middlebury has pledged to an inclusive campus that during the time of 
COVID-19 works towards “limiting the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19"[8]. 

B. Given that Middlebury College and the surrounding community benefits greatly from both the 
revenue and diversity the student body brings to Vermont, that this is recognized and a statement 
be issued that rebuffs the governors insuations to the contrary of this. 


Ill. We urge Middlebury to pursue all possible options in terms of allowing all students to be vaccinated, 
including but not limited to: 
A. Finding a way to do so in conjunction with the state of Vermont 
B. Allowing students to return home and complete all classes remotely with a return of all unused 
room and board fees if vaccination is possible for them in their home communities while not 
possible here. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Myles Maxie, CSM Co-President 


Co-Sponsors: 
College Democrats 
Feminist Action at Middlebury 


